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to freedom, not to fear. That’s the country 
that I’m going to fight for, and I ask you to 
give me the opportunity to make you proud. 
I ask you to give me the opportunity to lead 
this great Nation so that we can be stronger 
here at home, respected again in the world, 
and have responsible leadership that we de-
serve. 

Thank you, and God bless America. 
Mr. Lehrer. Mr. President, 2 minutes. 
President Bush. Thank you very much, 

tonight, Jim. Thank you, Senator. 
If America shows uncertainty or weakness 

in this decade, the world will drift toward 
tragedy. That’s not going to happen so long 
as I’m your President. In the next 4 years, 
we will continue to strengthen our homeland 
defenses. We will strengthen our intel-
ligence-gathering services. We will reform 
our military. The military will be an all-volun-
teer army. We will continue to stay on the 
offense. We will fight the terrorists around 
the world so we do not have to face them 
here at home. 

We’ll continue to build our alliances. I’ll 
never turn over America’s national security 
needs to leaders of other countries as we con-
tinue to build those alliances. And we’ll con-
tinue to spread freedom. I believe in the 
transformational power of liberty. I believe 
that a free Iraq is in this Nation’s interests. 
I believe a free Afghanistan is in this Nation’s 
interests, and I believe both a free Afghani-
stan and a free Iraq will serve as a powerful 
example for millions who plead in silence for 
liberty in the broader Middle East. 

We’ve done a lot of hard work together 
over the last 31⁄2 years. We’ve been chal-
lenged, and we’ve risen to those challenges. 
We’ve climbed the mighty mountain. I see 
the valley below, and it’s a valley of peace. 
By being steadfast and resolute and strong, 
by keeping our word, by supporting our 
troops, we can achieve the peace we all want. 

I appreciate your listening tonight. I ask 
for your vote. And may God continue to bless 
our great land. 

Mr. Lehrer. And that ends tonight’s de-
bate. A reminder, the second Presidential de-
bate will be a week from tomorrow, October 
8th, from Washington University in St. Louis. 
Charles Gibson of ABC News will moderate 
a townhall-type event. Then, on October 
13th, from Arizona State University in 

Tempe, Bob Schieffer of CBS News will 
moderate an exchange on domestic policy 
that will be similar in format to tonight’s. 
Also, this coming Tuesday, at Case Western 
Reserve University in Cleveland, the Vice 
Presidential candidates, Vice President Che-
ney and Senator Edwards, will debate with 
my PBS colleague, Gwen Ifill, moderating. 

For now, thank you, Senator Kerry, Presi-
dent Bush. From Coral Gables, Florida, I’m 
Jim Lehrer. Thank you, and good night. 

NOTE: The debate began at 9:02 p.m. in the Con-
vocation Center at the University of Miami. In 
his remarks, the President referred to former 
President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; A.Q. Khan, 
former head of Pakistan’s nuclear weapons pro-
gram; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida 
terrorist network; Khalid Sheik Mohammed, sen-
ior Al Qaida leader responsible for planning the 
September 11 attack, who was captured in Paki-
stan on March 1, 2003; senior Al Qaida associate 
Abu Musab Al Zarqawi; Prime Minister Ayad 
Allawi of the Iraqi Interim Government; Gen. 
Tommy R. Franks, USA, (Ret.), former combatant 
commander, U.S. Central Command; U.S. Am-
bassador to Iraq John D. Negroponte; Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom; President 
Aleksander Kwasniewski of Poland; Prime Min-
ister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan; former President 
Jiang Zemin of China; Chairman Kim Chong-il 
of North Korea; President Umar Hassan Ahmad 
al-Bashir of Sudan; and former Senator John C. 
Danforth, Special Envoy for Peace in the Sudan. 
Senator Kerry referred to Gen. John M. 
Shalikashvili, USA, (Ret.), former Chairman, Joint 
Chiefs of Staff; Adm. William J. Crowe, Jr., USN, 
(Ret.), former Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff; 
Gen. Merrill A. ‘‘Tony’’ McPeak, USAF, (Ret.), 
former Air Force Chief of Staff; Lt. Gen. Brent 
Scowcroft, USAF, (Ret.), former National Secu-
rity Adviser; Gen. Eric K. Shinseki, USA, (Ret.), 
former Army Chief of Staff; former Secretary of 
Defense William Perry; and President Roh Moo-
hyun of South Korea. Senator Kerry also referred 
to the National Intelligence Estimate and the 
Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change.

Remarks at a Debate Watch Party in 
Coral Gables, Florida 
September 30, 2004

The President. Thank you all for being 
here. Anything worthwhile on TV tonight? 
[Laughter] I enjoyed it. I had a good time 
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up there talking about what I believe. No, 
it’s not hard to debate if you know what’s 
in your heart, know where you want to lead 
this country. 

Listen, I too want to thank the people of 
this State for their courage, compassion, and 
decency in the face of incredible suffering. 
These four hurricanes came to this State, and 
the people of this State have risen up. And 
when they found a neighbor in need, they 
provided compassion and help. When they 
found somebody who’s hurting, they pro-
vided succor needed. And I thank the people 
of this State so very much for setting such 
a great example for the rest of our country. 

There I was, standing there on the stage, 
and guess who I was looking at the whole 
time? Laura. If you could see a smile occa-
sionally come across my face, that’s because 
I was looking at a lady I love. Then occasion-
ally I’d glance over and see Barbara and 
Jenna. I love them too. Oh, yes. I want to 
thank Jenna and Barbara for working so hard 
in this campaign. I want to thank Laura for 
her great compassion and composure. 

I want to thank my brother Jeb for being 
such a great Governor for Florida. I mean, 
when this State needed him, needed his lead-
ership, he showed up. He’d been every—he’s 
been all over this State, working hard to 
make sure that those who have suffered real-
ize that help is around the corner, that we’re 
doing everything we can to protect people. 

Listen, I’m honored to be here with the 
next United States Senator, Mel Martinez. 
This man needs to be in the United States 
Senate. He not only had a fantastic past—
as a matter of fact, he’s a member of Pedro 
Pan—but he’s got a great future, and the 
people of Florida will benefit by having Mel 
Martinez in the U.S. Senate. We love Kitty, 
Kitty Martinez. She’s one of our favorites. 

I want to thank—before I went out there 
to debate, I saw two of the preprogram par-
ticipants—it’s kind of hard for a Texan to 
say—[laughter]—preprogram participants. 
That would be Rudy Giuliani. I want to thank 
him for being here. 

Audience members. Rudy! Rudy! Rudy! 
The President. And I want to thank my 

friend General Tommy Franks for being here 
as well. 

Now, we’ve got two more campaigns to 
go—I mean, two more debates to go. No 
more campaigns except this one, two more 
debates to go and a lot of hard work. There’s 
no doubt in my mind, with your help, we’re 
going to carry Florida again. 

I was only disappointed in one thing about 
the debate tonight: There was not one ques-
tion on Cuba. Let me tell you my question: 
Cuba libre. [Applause] Quatro mas años. No, 
people know where I stand. People know 
what I believe. I’ve got a plan to fight these 
terrorists, to keep this country secure. I’ve 
got a plan to spread freedom, not only in 
the greater Middle East but in our own hemi-
sphere, in places like Cuba. I’ve got a plan 
to make this world more peaceful. 

I’m looking forward to the debate on do-
mestic policy too. There’s some big dif-
ferences. He’s going to run up your taxes. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
The President. I’m going to keep them 

low. We’ve got a plan to continue growing 
this economy, a plan to make sure our chil-
dren get a good education, a plan to make 
sure health care works, but a plan that recog-
nizes this: The role of Government is to help 
people realize their dreams, not to tell people 
how to live their lives. 

Now, I’m honored you all came out. As 
you know, I’m kind of getting older, so I need 
to get my sleep. [Laughter] We have come 
to thank you for your steadfast support. To-
morrow morning, first thing, I’m getting up 
and heading to Pennsylvania, and then I’m 
going to New Hampshire. What I’m telling 
you is, I’m going to keep campaigning as hard 
as I possibly can, carrying our message of 
a better tomorrow, and we’re going to win 
in November. 

God bless. God bless America. Thank you 
all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:04 p.m. at the 
Coconut Grove Expo Center. In his remarks, he 
referred to Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida; Kitty Mar-
tinez, wife of Florida Senatorial candidate Mel R. 
Martinez; Rudolph W. Giuliani, former mayor of 
New York City; and Gen. Tommy R. Franks, USA, 
(Ret.), former combatant commander, U.S. Cen-
tral Command.
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Presidential Determination on FY 
2005 Refugee Admissions Numbers 
and Authorizations of In-Country 
Refugee Status Pursuant to Sections 
207 and 101(a)(42), Respectively, of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act, 
and Determination Pursuant to 
Section 2(b)(2) of the Migration and 
Refugee Assistance Act, as Amended 
September 30, 2004

Presidential Determination No. 2004–53

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Presidential Determination on FY 
2005 Refugee Admissions Numbers and 
Authorizations of In-Country Refugee Status 
Pursuant to Sections 207 and 101(a)(42), 
respectively, of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, and Determination Pursuant 
to Section 2(b)(2) of the Migration and 
Refugee Assistance Act, as Amended

In accordance with section 207 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (the ‘‘Act’’) (8 
U.S.C. 1157), as amended, and after appro-
priate consultations with the Congress, I 
hereby make the following determinations 
and authorize the following actions: 

The admission of up to 70,000 refugees 
to the United States during FY 2005 is justi-
fied by humanitarian concerns or is otherwise 
in the national interest; provided, however, 
that this number shall be understood as in-
cluding persons admitted to the United 
States during FY 2005 with Federal refugee 
resettlement assistance under the Amerasian 
immigrant admissions program, as provided 
below. 

The 70,000 admissions numbers shall be 
allocated among refugees of special humani-
tarian concern to the United States in accord-
ance with the following regional allocations; 
provided, however, that the number allo-
cated to the East Asia region shall include 
persons admitted to the United States during 
FY 2005 with Federal refugee resettlement 
assistance under section 584 of the Foreign 
Operations, Export Financing, and Related 
Programs Appropriations Act of 1988, as con-
tained in section 101(e) of Public Law 100–
202 (Amerasian immigrants and their family 

members); provided further that the number 
allocated to the former Soviet Union shall 
include persons admitted who were nationals 
of the former Soviet Union, or in the case 
of persons having no nationality, who were 
habitual residents of the former Soviet 
Union, prior to September 2, 1991:

Africa ................................................ 20,000
East Asia ........................................... 13,000 
Europe and Central Asia ................ 9,500
Latin America/Caribbean ................ 5,000
Near East/South Asia ...................... 2,500
Unallocated Reserve ........................ 20,000

The 20,000 unallocated refugee numbers 
shall be allocated to regional ceilings as need-
ed. Upon providing notification to the Judici-
ary Committees of the Congress, you are 
hereby authorized to use unallocated num-
bers in regions where the need for additional 
numbers arises. 

Additionally, upon notification to the Judi-
ciary Committees of the Congress, you are 
further authorized to transfer unused num-
bers allocated to a particular region to one 
or more other regions, if there is a need for 
greater numbers for the region or regions to 
which the numbers are being transferred. 
Consistent with section 2(b)(2) of the Migra-
tion and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962, as 
amended, I hereby determine that assistance 
to or on behalf of persons applying for admis-
sion to the United States as part of the over-
seas refugee admissions program will con-
tribute to the foreign policy interests of the 
United States and designate such persons for 
this purpose. 

An additional 10,000 refugee admissions 
numbers shall be made available during FY 
2005 for the adjustment to permanent resi-
dent status under section 209(b) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1159(b)) of aliens who have been granted 
asylum in the United States under section 
208 of the Act (8 U.S.C. 1158), as this is justi-
fied by humanitarian concerns or is otherwise 
in the national interest. 

In accordance with section 101(a)(42) of 
the Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(42)), and after ap-
propriate consultation with the Congress, I 
also specify that, for FY 2005, the following 
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